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of any of the younger sons, whilst his Highness shall retain
the full possession of his faculties.                                             ^_r'

It is far from improbable, however, that the enemies of
Secunder Jah, of Azeem-ool-Oomrah, and of the British interests
at Hyderabad, aware of the importance of inducing his Highness
to nominate a successor of their selection, may avail themselves
of the weakness of his last moments to prevail on him, by mis-
representation or other acts, to nominate one of his younger
sons; or in the event of his Highness's death during the absence
of Azeem-ool-Oomrah and of the friends of Secunder Jah, the
enemies of Secunder Jah may assert that his Highness had
made a nomination of one of the younger sons, and under such
circumstances the falsehood of that assertion may be difficult
of proof.

It is not my wish to interfere in the succession to the
throne of the Nizam, in repugnance to the established law or
customs of India. On the other hand, I hold it to be my abso-
lute duty to prevent the regular order of the succession from
being disturbed, either by domestic faction, or by foreign in-
trigue or force, to the prejudice of a prince, the establishment
of whose right is so intimately connected with the security of
the British interests in India.                                                %

Although primogeniture may not be considered to give the
same absolute and exclusive right to succession in India as it
does in Europe, it is invariably deemed the strongest title, and
is rarely superseded excepting in the cases of disaffection or of
positive disqualification.

So far from these, or any other grounds of objection being
applicable to Secunder Jah, it is well "known that his Highness
has given the strongest indications of his favourable intentions
towards Secunder Jah, by entrusting that prince with his seal,
and empowering him to perform certain acts which are reserved
exclusively for the sovereign.

Sufficient proof has already appeared of the interest which
Tippoo and the French take in the exclusion of Secunder Jah,
and of their determination to interfere in the succession to th'e
throne of the Nizam, During the absence of Azeem-ool-Oomrah